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The  President's  Message 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Greetings  collectors  of  our  remembrance  preservers. 


According  to  a  large  number  of  U  S.  currency  dealers,  their  market  has  declined  some15%.  My 
real  feel  is  that  the  journey  southward  is  more  like  30%.  I  expect  the  said  to  drop  by  another 
20%  within  the  next  three  months!  Likewise,  the  commem  market  is  also  heading  south,  losing 
value  weekly.  This  is  due  to  the  same  economic  situation  which  grips  this  nation,  and  the  world. 
Such  effects  discretionary  income,  which  has  become  limited  to  non-existent  for  many 
individuals  who  have  lost  their  jobs,  etc. 

Adding  fuel  to  this  figurative  fire  is  the  fact  that  not  all  slabs  or  encapsulations  are  created 
equally.  What  do  I  mean?  Encapsulations  contain  pieces  that  are  low  end  for  the  grade  (MS- 
65-).  If  removed  from  the  sealed  holder  and  resubmitted  by  the  not  so  grading  astute,  that  MS- 

65  coin  can  be  downgraded  to  a  MS-64  upon  its  return!  Likewise  with  all  other  grades.  As  you 
are  aware,  coins  can  be  rated  solid  for  the  grade  (MS-65)  or  premium  quality  (MS-65+)  for  the 
said. 

Let  us  assume  you  were  able  to  examine  50  pieces  each  of  the  same  issue  rated  ms-65  or  ms- 

66  or  ms-67.  How  many  slabs  would  you  reject  for  the  grade  because  they  lack  the  proper  eye 
appeal,  meaning  the  toning  just  looks  ugly  or  is  possibly  artificial?  Is  the  luster  suspect,  looking 
unnatural  meaning  their  original  surface  or  skin  looks  strange  or  is  not  correct?  Is  the  original 
luster  blazing  for  the  issue  or  just  satiny  no-life  dull?  What  about  the  issue's  strike?  Is  it  average, 
strong  or  fully  struck?  Let's  not  forget  the  location  of  surface  marks  such  as  the  fine  scratch  or 
field  abrasions. 

Those  pieces,  which  now  have  become  very  questionable  —  grade  and  value  wise,  will  drag 
down  the  worth  of  the  entire  issue  we  are  expressing  doubt  about.  I  have  seen  $4  Stellas 
graded  MS-65  which  should  be  in  MS-64  holders.  There 's  a  $50k  loss  for  the  buyer(s)  of  these 
coins.  Should  your  commem  or  other  U.S.  creation  be  P.Q.  or  Premium  Quality  and  not  a 
common  issue  for  the  rating  —  suggest  putting  the  coin  away,  if  its  sale  is  not  required. 

Recently,  discovered  I  have  prostate  cancer.  Fortunately,  it  was  detected  in  its  early  stages.  Will 
take  care  of  this  negativity.  In  the  meantime,  I  wish  you  all  health,  peace,  happiness  and  may 
you  locate  the  coin  you  strongly  desire  —  at  a  much  lower  price! 


ntfumy  j.  Swiatefi 
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The  Vice  President’s  Message 


By  Gregory  N.  Mirsky 


coun»ter»feit  [koun-ter-fit] 

-adjective 

1 .  made  in  imitation  so  as  to  be  passed  off  fraudulently  or  deceptively  as  genuine; 
not  genuine;  forged:  counterfeit  dollar  bills. 

2.  pretended;  unreal;  counterfeit  grief. 

-noun 

3.  an  imitation  intended  to  be  passed  off  fraudulently  or  deceptively  as  genuine; 
forgery. 

4.  Archaic,  a  copy. 

5.  Archaic,  a  close  likeness;  portrait. 

6.  Obsolete,  impostor;  pretender. 

-verb  (used  with  object) 

7.  to  make  a  counterfeit  of;  imitate  fraudulently;  forge 

8.  to  resemble. 

9.  to  simulate. 

-verb  (used  without  object) 

10.  to  make  counterfeits,  as  of  money. 

11.  to  feign;  dissemble. 

As  you  see  by  the  definition  of  counterfeit:  the  definition  can  be  viewed  in  many  ways;  all 
depending  upon  your  perspectives  The  Chinese  have  a  very  different  prospective  than  we,  as 
numismatists  and  reputable  dealers  of  commerce,  do.  As  illustrated  in  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News,  Chinese  made  counterfeits  that  are  good  enough  to  fool  experienced  coin 
dealers  are  now,  and  continue  to  flood  the  market  —  especially  in  the  Classic  Commemorative 
sector  and  they  even  come  in  their  own  counterfeit  certification  holders. 

The  Chinese  government  takes  a  non-committal  stand  to  the  coin  counterfeiting  —  maybe 
because  of  culture  but  maybe  because  of  greed  too.  (Yet,  I  find  it  quite  curious  that  the  Chinese 
(and  others)  are  very  vocal  if  our  customs  or  business  practices  negatively  impact  their  culture 
but  they  have  no  problem  when  the  proverbial  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot,  hopefully  the  shoe  has 
not  been  recalled  due  to  lead  contamination  or  was  not  made  with  prison/child/slave  labor.) 

I  know  of  many  collectors  (including  myself)  who  have  halted  their  procurement  of  such 
material  hoping  to  wait  for  the  problem  to  sort  itself  out.  So  far  it  has  not.  It  also  looks  like  there 
will  not  be  a  satisfactory  resolution  to  this  problem  for  some  time  to  come  The  governments  of 
the  world  are  preoccupied  with  keeping  their  fiat  currencies  afloat.  That  coupled  with  these 
uncertain  economic  times  have  helped  depress  prices  in  the  rare  coin  market  because  many 
people  are  liquidating  assets  to  remain  solvent  is  also  confusing  the  issue.  Is  that  bargain¬ 
valued  coin  really  a  distressed  sale  asset  or  a  fake9  It  is  hard  to  tell  in  these  interesting  times 

My  advice?  Be  careful  —  don’t  be  impulsive.  It  might  be  better  to  let  a  real  distressed  asset 
bargain  slip  away  than  to  lose  everything  on  a  highly  crafted  yet  indubitably  counterfeit  piece 
that  you  will  eventually  come  to  regret. 

I  for  one  will  be  occupying  the  numismatic  sidelines  for  now  I  would  be  very  interested  in 
hearing  from  other  members  of  SUSCC  how  they  are  reacting  to  this  new  wrinkle  in  our  hobby 
What  are  your  feelings  on  this  subject? 


sJUb&y 
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SCI SCC  Secretary’s  Report: 


A  B>sWcl  come  to  our  }\Jew  Members! 


fv+ozo 

R-402  I 

R-4022 

R-+025 

R-+OZ4 

R-^-ozz 

R-+OZh 

[Resigned! 

R-2050 

R-50+4 


R)wane  S'  R_rickson,  CA 
omas  R(.  Srowne)  CA 
Oa  rles  Long,  LA 
Darrell  J.  R erngno,  RY 
Joseph  M  R)oyes,  Jr.,  CA 
Deb  era  Porter,  TX 
Charles  fjassano,  NJ 


Donald  R  nslet) 
Revin  fjaloy 


[\Jote  for  our  valuable  fjjociety  for fj.fy.  (ffommemorative  (ffotns  members:  Rlease 
pat)  your  <f5CJf5CLCl. dues  for  2005?  if  you  have  not  done  so.  Dues  notices  and  2005? 
membership  cards  were  mailed  out  recently). 


There  will  be  a  (3(Jv5(L(L  Meet|ng  at  the  /\f\ j/\  World’s  f^arr of Money,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  on  August  8,  2005?  at  5?:00  am  (Room  ?). 

Rlease  contact  us  if  you  have  a  special  program  on  commemoratives  that  you  would 
like  to  present  at  the  meeting. 
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Collecting  Collectors:  Part  I 

By  David  Provost 

Having  to  collect  on  a  budget  is  a  way  of  life  for  nearly  every  collector  -  I  count  myself 
among  the  budget  conscious  legions!  I  do,  however,  collect  beyond  my  means  on  a  fairly  regular 
basis.  How?  I  live  vicariously  through  the  efforts  of  big  budget  collectors  by  assembling  a 
library  of  auction  catalogs  that  feature  truly  outstanding  collections  of  US  commemoratives. 

As  my  55-piece  silver  type  and  major  variety  set  is  complete  (except  for  a  few  upgrades 
which  will  happen  when  I  encounter  a  nicer  example  than  the  one  I  currently  own),  I  have  begun 
to  research  and  learn  more  about  the  gold  series  in  preparation  for  starting  my  next  collecting 
endeavor.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  however,  I  began  a  virtual  collection  through  acquisition  of  the 
auction  catalog  for  the  Heritage  Auction  Galleries’  June  2006  Long  Beach  Signature  Auction 
#408. 

The  auction  included  a  truly  exceptional  complete  set  of  gold  commemoratives  assembled  by 
Dr.  William  Merritt  over  a  period  of  five  years;  he  worked  with  Swiss  America  Trading 
Corporation.  Each  of  the  “hand  picked”  coins  in  the  set  was  among  the  finest  available  in  the 
marketplace.  When  originally  certified  by  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  (NGC)  in  August 
2004,  nearly  all  were  “finest  known”  —  they  continue  to  be  so  today.  At  the  time,  Mark 
Salzberg,  Chairman  and  CEO  of  NGC,  noted  the  quality  of  the  coins,  commenting  "These  coins 
are  simply  amazing  for  their  originality  and  pristine  appearance."  (See  the  table  below  for  grade 
details.) 

As  the  classic  gold  commemorative  series  is  a  short  set  -  just  13  coins  -  the  Swiss  America/ 
Dr.  Merritt  collection  did  not  gamer  top  billing  in  the  auction  catalog,  though  its  quality  would 
certainly  merit  such  distinction  among  its  peers.  Surprisingly,  the  collection  was  not  presented 
as  a  contiguous  block  of  lots,  but  rather  as  the  ultimate  lot  within  each  grouping  of  type;  each  of 
the  lots  from  the  collection  was  so  noted  within  the  catalog.  The  catalog  featured  a  total  of  98 
gold  commemorative  lots  (including  two  proofs),  with  most  falling  in  the  range  of  MS-60  to  MS- 
64.  Dr.  Merritt’s  collection  truly  represented  the  “cherries”  among  the  golden  fruit  available. 

Dr.  Merritt’ s  collection  was  nicely  presented  by  Heritage,  with  full-color  images  of  each  coin 
and  descriptions  that  included  brief  historical  information  about  the  general  coin  type  and 
individual  strike/condition  comments  for  the  specific  coin  offered.  It  would  have  been  great  if 
they  had  listed  the  lots  consecutively  to  make  comparisons  among  coins  in  the  set  a  bit  easier. 

Upon  certification  by  NGC,  the  set  immediately  became  the  number  one  set  in  NGC’s 
Certified  Collectibles  Registry  within  the  “Gold  Commemoratives  1903  -  1926”  category.  The 
set  won  “Best  in  Category”  in  2004  and  has  continued  to  rank  as  the  finest  NGC-registered  set 
with  repeat  wins  in  2005,  2006  and  2007.  The  set  included  three  MS-68  coins,  eight  MS-67 
pieces  and  two  MS-65  coins  (the  Pan-Pac  $50’s).  The  set  also  included  a  proof  example  of  the 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition:  Jefferson  gold  dollar;  the  coin  graded  PF-66  Ultra  Cameo. 
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1  he  following  table  presents  the  individual  coins,  their  grades  and  the  price  each  realized  in  the 
auction. 


Year 

Denom 

Coin  Description 

Grade 

Pop 

Higher1 

Price 

Realized2 

1903 

$1.00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
Jefferson 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$9,200 

66 

$1.00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
McKinley 

PCGS 

MS-67 

1 

$9,200 

1904 

$1.00 

Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 

PCGS 

MS-68 

0 

$57,500 

!  1905 

$1.00 

66 

NGC 

MS-67 

0 

$54,625 

1915-S 

$1.00 

Panama-Pacific  International 

PCGS 

0 

$14,375 

Exposition 

MS-67 

66 

$2.50 

66 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$19,550 

66 

$50.00 

Round 

66 

NGC 

MS-65 

21 

$109,250 

66 

$50.00 

Octagonal 

66 

NGC 

MS-65 

9 

$115,000 

1916 

$1.00 

McKinley  Memorial 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$11,500 

1917 

$1.00 

66 

PCGS 

MS-67 

0 

$14,950 

1922 

$1.00 

Grant  Memorial:  No  Star 

NGC 

MS-68 

0 

$21,850 

1922 

$1.00 

Grant  Memorial:  Star 

NGC 

MS-68 

0 

$16,100 

1926 

$3.50 

American  Independence 
Sesquicentennial 

NGC 

MS-67 

0 

$48,875 

1903 

$1.00 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition: 
Jefferson 

NGC 

PF-66UC 

2 

$20,700 

TOTAL 

$522,675 

All  Population  figures  are  grading  service  specific;  they  have  been  rechecked  against 
current  reports. 

All  Prices  Realized  include  a  15%  Buyer’s  Premium. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  seven  of  the  15  coins  were  crossed  over  to  Professional  Coin 
Grading  Service  (PCGS)  holders,  all  at  the  original  NGC  grade.  I  have  not  been  able  to  locate  a 
reason  for  the  crossovers  or  a  timeframe  for  them  (e.g.,  Immediately  prior  to  the  auction7) 
Based  on  the  auction  images,  it  appears  that  the  coins  that  were  crossed  over  to  PCGS  lost  their 
Swiss  America/Dr.  Merritt  pedigree  and  thus  will  only  be  able  to  be  tracked  via  their  PCGS  ID 
number  (as  long  they  are  not  resubmitted). 

So,  as  I  build  my  gold  commemorative  collection,  I  will  be  inspired  by  the  efforts  of  Dr. 
Merritt,  but  will  be  driven  by  more  modest  budget  parameters.  That’s  the  beauty  of  “collecting 
collectors”  via  auction  catalogs  of  important  collections  -  for  just  a  few  bucks,  I  can  enjoy  the 
finest  coins  available  any  time  I  want  to  by  simply  pulling  a  catalog  off  my  bookshelf  and 
flipping  through  the  pages! 

In  future  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  I  plan  to  present  a  number  of  other  stellar 
commemorative  collections  that  I’ve  “assembled”  for  $20  or  less! 

Until  next  time.  Happy  Collecting! 
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3/  Artery  (yMa 


Reason  For  Issue:  To  commemorate  the  200th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Daniel  Boone. 

Authorization:  Authorized  per  Act  of  May  26th,  1934  with  a  maximum  of  600,000  pieces  for  all  issues. 


— 

1934 

$1.60 

1935-D 

$1.60 

1935-S 

$1.60 

1936-D 

$1.60 

1 936-S 

$1.60 

1935 

$1.10 

1935  with  small 

“1934,"  $1.10 

Official  Sale  Price: 

1936 

$1.10 

1935-D  and  1935-S 

small"  1934’’added  $3. 70/pair 

1937  $  1 .60;  after  May  1 937 

only  with  1937-D  $7.25  set 

1937-D;  only  with  1937  $7.25  set 

1 937-S  For  1 7  days,  $5. 1 5;  afterwards  in  a  3-piece  set  at  $  1 2.40 

1938  PDS  $6.50  set 
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Production  figures 


Date 

Business 

Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

1934 

10,000 

7 

4? 

- 

10,000 

1935 

1 0,000 

10 

4? 

- 

10,000 

1935-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

- 

5,000 

1 935-S 

5,000 

5 

4? 

- 

5,000 

1935 

(small 

’34) 

10,000 

8 

4? 

- 

10,000 

1 935-D 

(small 

’34) 

2,000 

3 

4? 

- 

2,000 

1 935-S 

(small 

’34) 

2,000 

4 

4? 

- 

2,000 

1936 

1 2,000 

12 

4? 

- 

1 2,000 

1936-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

- 

5,000 

1 936-S 

5,000 

6 

4? 

- 

5,000 

1937 

1 5,000 

10 

4? 

5,200 

9,800 

1937-D 

7,500 

6 

4? 

5,000 

2,500 

1937-S 

5,000 

6 

4? 

2,500 

2,500 

1938 

5,000 

5 

4? 

2,900 

2,100 

1938-D 

5,000 

5 

4? 

2,900 

2,100 

1 938-S 

5,000 

6 

4? 

2,900 

2,100 
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Current  market  values 


Date 

AU 

58 

MS 

60 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

1934 

115 

$125 

$135 

$165 

$275 

$420 

$1,600 

1935 

with 

small 

••34" 

$825 

$910 

$975 

$1,250 

$2,200 

$4,200 

$8,000 

1935  PDS 

set 

$360 

$390 

$380 

$435 

$625 

$825 

$5,500 

1936  PDS 

set 

$360 

$390. 

$420 

$465 

$580 

$825 

$4,000 

1937  PDS 

set 

$775 

$800 

$840 

$900 

$1,275 

$1,750 

$6,000 

1938  PDS 

set 

$975 

$1075 

$1,125 

$1,225 

$1,675 

$3,400 

$9,500 

Designs  by  Augustus  Lukeman 


Obverse 

Portrayed  is  the  bust  of  Daniel  Boone  facing  left.  It  is  based  on  the  frontispiece  in  Collins' 
History  of  Kentucky  ( 1 847  and  1 848  editions)  and  the  designer’s  conception  of  how  he 
believed  the  famed  Indian  fighter  would  appear.  It  was  accepted  by  the  Daniel  Boone 
Bicentennial  Commission  of  Kentucky,  when  the  Lexington  Herald  —  a  newspaper 
which  according  to  Colonel  William  Boone  Douglas,  president  of  the  Boone  Family 
Association,  had  more  knowledge  about  Boone  than  any  other  publication  — 
accepted  the  designs.  Previous  disputes  between  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  and  the 
Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  Commission  of  Kentucky  finally  ceased.  We  might  say  they 
smoked  the  peace  pipe.  “United  states  of  America"  arcs  above;  “half  dollar”  below. 

Reverse 

Depicted  is  Daniel  Boone,  in  the  dress  of  his  period,  holding  a  musket  in  a  vertical 
position  with  his  left  hand  while  holding  a  peace  treaty  with  his  right  hand,  facing  Chief 
Black  Fish  of  the  Shawnees,  who  is  standing  at  right,  holding  a  tomahawk.  In  the  original 
design,  the  chief  held  a  peace  pipe.  When  it  substituted  with  a  tomahawk,  it  was  also 
suggested  by  Mint  Director  Ross  that  Boone’s  scroll  be  removed  and  Boone  armed  with 
a  knife.  The  designer  agreed,  but  the  change  never  materialized,  due  to  lack  of  fime. 
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The  men  are  depicted  discussing  the  treaty  that  put  an  end  to  the  nine-day  siege  of 
Fort  Boonesborough  (1  778),  which  is  in  the  background.  “In  god  we  trust"  is  in  large 
letters  at  the  top  border;  “E  Pluribus  Unum”  is  in  smaller  letters  just  below.  In  the  left  field 
is  “Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial”.  In  the  right  field,  in  the  rays  of  the  rising  sun  are  the 
words  “pioneer  year”.  The  issue  date  appears  at  the  bottom  border. 

Beginning  in  1 935,  a  small  “  1 934”  was  added  to  the  design  just  above  “pioneer  year”, 
creating  two  1935  varieties.  The  small  date  1934  is  supposed  to  represent  an  anniversary 
date.  I  use  the  word  “supposed”  because  the  companion  date  1 734,  the  year  of  Daniel 
Boone’s  birth,  is  omitted  entirely  on  this  issue.  Mint  marks  (“D”  or  “$”)  will  be  found  in  the 
lower  right  field,  to  the  right  of  the  Chief’s  ankle. 

Captaining  a  group  of  civilian  soldiers  during  a  salt-making  expedition  in  February  1  778, 
Boone  was  captured  by  the  Shawnees.  Fie  was  taken  to  the  British  command  center  in 
Detroit.  Exalted  as  a  hunter  by  the  Native  Americans,  his  life  was  spared.  Fie  was 
adopted  by  the  tribe,  as  a  son  of  Chief  Black  Fish  —  and  named  Big  Turtle. 

During  Boone’s  three-month  captivity,  he  overheard  a  conversation  between  a  British 
agent  and  Chief  Black  Fish.  Their  objective  was  to  extend  the  campaign  against  the 
pioneers  across  the  Alleghenies.  Fort  Boonesborough  was  scheduled  for  attack. 
Escaping,  Boone  allegedly  ran  1 60  miles  to  warn  of  the  impending  attack.  During  the 
nine-day  persistent  attack,  the  Indians  began  digging  a  tunnel  toward  the  citadel.  Their 
goal  was  to  place  explosives  beneath  the  fort’s  entrance  to  blast  away  a  portion  of  the 
fortification.  Boone  ordered  a  tunnel  dug  to  intercept  the  enemy.  This  too  was  filled  with 
explosives.  When  Chief  Black  Fish  was  informed  about  the  countermine  which  would 
destroy  many  of  his  people  in  their  underground  passageway,  he  withdrew  his  force  of 
five  hundred  men.  Boone’s  James  Bond-style  escapades  caused  Chief  Black  Fish  to 
claim  Boone  was  supernatural. 

Boone  was  the  type  of  man  who  favored  the  rigors  of  field  and  forest  over  the 
enjoyments  of  home  and  its  cozy  fireplace.  Nevertheless,  when  Boone  fell  fatally  ill  in 
1825  at  the  age  of  85,  it  was  not  the  great  outdoors  that  he  loved  so  much  which 
caused  his  demise,  but  an  overindulgence  of  delightful  baked  sweet  potatoes!  Fie  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Missouri  alongside  his  wife,  Rebecca. 

Twenty-five  years  later,  they  were  reburied  in  Kentucky.  Ftowever,  a  recent  investigation 
claims  that  Boone’s  place  of  burial  next  to  Rebecca  possibly  holds  the  remains  of  a 
slave  who  was  initially  placed  there!  If  this  research  is  proven  to  be  factual,  it  is  quite 
conceivable  that  this  legendary  hero  depicted  on  this  coin’s  obverse  and  reverse  still 
rests  on  a  hilltop  in  Kentucky,  the  first  state  west  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains. 

Origins  of  the  Boone  Series 

Public  Law  258-73rd  Congress  authorized  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  issue  600,000  half 
dollars,  a  fixed  amount.  This  meant  that  the  total  authorization  was  to  be  produced  at 
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one  striking.  The  wording  of  the  Act  was  not  fully  understood,  however,  because  in 
October  1 934  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  just  1 0,000  (plus  seven  for  assay)  coins. 

The  first  piece  struck  was  presented  to  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  from  the  Daniel 
Boone  Commission  through  Senator  A.W.  Barkley.  The  Superintendent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  placed  the  coin  in  a  specially  marked  envelope  bearing  his  signature. 

The  Boone  Today 

Surfaces  for  the  issue  range  widely  from  Proof-like  (PL)  to  semi-proof-like,  to  chrome-like, 
to  dull  satiny,  to  an  unattractive  dullish  semi-matte.  (The  latter’s  grainy  surface  provides 
us  with  that  loss  of  luster  look.)  A  1 937-S  creation  exists  with  a  PL  surface,  as  well  as  with 
frosty  luster,  while  a  1936-S  specimen  for  the  most  part  will  display  that  attractive  brilliant 
frosty  look.  Exceptions  with  unappealing  luster  or  chrome-like  reverses  (due  to  die 
polishing)  also  exist. 

Strike  for  the  entire  series  will  present  no  problems  that  will  influence  the  coin’s  value  or 
grade.  Inspection  will  reveal  a  minimum  or  insignificant  weakness  of  the  Chief’s  head 
and  hand  (which  appears  to  be  covering  a  split  in  his  buckskin  pants).  I  have  seen 
several  1936-P  specimens  whose  reverses  were  produced  from  filled  dies.  In  this  case, 
some  form  of  foreign  matter  clogged  the  incused  area  of  the  die.  When  the  planchets 
were  struck,  a  portion  of  Boone’s  hand  and  scroll  were  missing.  This  condition  would 
affect  the  value  of  the  coins. 

Coins  grading  EF-AU  are  located  with  little  effort.  Most  of  the  time,  they  will  exhibit  some 
form  of  numismatic  abuse,  such  as  polishing,  whizzing  etc.  Issues  usually  encountered 
are  both  1935  Philadelphia  varieties,  the  1936-P  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  the  1937-P 
striking.  Since  price  spread  for  these  dates  in  conditions  EF-AU  through  MS-65  is  small,  it 
seems  most  logical  to  acquire  at  least  an  MS-64  or  MS-65  specimen,  funds  permitting. 
That’s  unless  all  that  matters  is  a  representative  example  in  any  grade. 

The  1 934  Boone  issue  was  sold  at  $1 .60  through  the  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial 
Commission  which  widely  distributed  this  issue,  and  prevented  their  return  to  the  Mint. 
Luster  will  range  from  appealing  satiny  bright  (not  the  norm)  to  very  bright  with  little 
portrait  field  contrast,  to  dull. 

The  1 934  Boone  is  not  exactly  an  abundant  issue  in  strict  MS-66+  and  better  condition. 
Excellent  future  in  higher  grades.  Majority  of  the  existing  market  supply  falls  into  the  not- 
so-choice  category  (MS-60-MS-63),  due  to  numismatic  abuse.  In  many  cases  in  this 
issue,  raw  MS-64+  coins  are  offered  at  MS-65  prices.  These  are  often  fully  original  coins 
which  were  MS-65  by  past  standards,  but  which  display  surface  detractions  in  the 
primary  focal  areas. 

The  Philadelphia  pieces,  struck  in  March  1 935  were  sold  at  $1 .1 0  while  the  Denver  and 
San  Francisco  issues,  produced  in  May,  were  sold  at  $1 .60  each.  Obverse  and  reverse 
die  trial  pieces  exist  for  this  issue,  in  silver  as  well  as  copper  without  a  mintmark.  Today, 
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only  5,000  sets  of  this  issue  can  be  assembled,  with  the  5,000  remaining  Philadelphia 
pieces  offered  for  sale  as  type  coins.  Luster  for  this  issue  will  range  from  brilliant  frosty 
(the  norm)  to  just  appealing.  Nevertheless,  locating  top  quality  sets  of  this  issue  will  not 
be  easily  accomplished,  due  to  past  distribution  and  later  numismatic  abuse.  A  large 
number  of  the  coins  bear  cuts,  nicks,  deep  scratches,  slide  marks,  bag  marks  and 
abrasions  which  were  overlooked  by  many  in  the  early  1 960s  and  through  the  early 
1970s,  when  the  term  BU  was  heavily  applied.  In  the  mid-’70s,  they  were  gems  because 
of  blazing  luster.  Today,  these  coins  are  yesterday’s  gems!  Grading  standards  have 
become  very  strict.  Beware  of  those  who  offer  the  “bargains.”  If  prices  seem  too  good 
to  be  true,  you  can  bet  they  are.  Key  date  is  the  1 935-Denver  issue  in  MS-65  condition 
and  the  San  Francisco  striking  in  MS-64. 

In  October  1935,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  produced  10,000  plus  8  assay  coins  with  the 
added  “small  date  1934”  above  the  words  “pioneer  year”.  Die  trials  of  the  “P”,  “D”,  and 
“S”  strikings  exist.  However,  in  the  following  month,  the  branch  Mints  struck  what 
amounted  to  be  the  lowest  commemorative  mintage  ever  created.  Denver  made 
2,000  plus  3  assay  pieces  with  the  added  “1934,”  while  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
produced  2,000  plus  4  assay  pieces.  Not  a  single  coin  of  this  issue  was  returned  to  the 
Mint.  The  “D"  and  “S”  specimens  sold  in  pairs  for  $3.70,  while  the  remaining  “P”  issue  was 
offered  at  $1.10.  With  mintages  like  these,  every  collector  and  speculator  wanted  a  set, 
or  whatever  quantity  that  could  be  purchased.  Many  orders  were  not  filled,  and  the 
Commission  was  heavily  criticized  by  those  who  did  not  receive  the  very  rare  Small 
Date  issue.  Congressional  hearings  resulted  and  brought  to  light  the  abuses  of 
commemorative  coin  authorizations.  Afterwards,  larger  mintages  were  authorized;  the 
number  of  pieces  which  could  be  secured  from  the  Mint  was  fixed  and  each  new  issue 
would  be  produced  at  only  one  Mint.  Today  if  the  U.S.  Mint  offered  such  low  mintage 
pieces,  they  would  be  sold  out  within  two  hours  -if  that! 

Eye  appealing  brilliant  frosty  luster  will  be  the  norm  for  this  Philadelphia  creation.  Some 
pieces  will  have  a  semi-brilliant  surface.  However,  due  to  a  late  delivery  and  lack  of 
knowledge  concerning  the  appearance  of  the  Philadelphia  coin,  as  well  as  time,  no 
original  attempt  was  made  to  alter  the  die  surfaces  of  the  forwarded  dies.  They  were 
used  as  received.  Thus,  the  rare  Boones  or  “D”  and  “S”  issues  of  1935  display  a  virtual 
matte-like  finish,  especially  on  the  obverse  due  to  their  die  preparation.  They  will  look 
dull  or  grainy  instead  of  lustrous  because  the  dies  were  not  prepared  in  a  manner  similar 
to  the  Philadelphia  dies. 

Examining  the  obverse  surface  of  this  issue,  we  can  observe  die  polishing  marks  in  the 
field.  This  we  can  label  incomplete  die  polishing  because  we  are  able  to  see  these  lines, 
referred  to  as  a  residue  of  wire  brushing  the  dies.  For  whatever  reason,  the  reverse  of 
both  issues  were  polished  during  a  halt  in  production,  creating  a  chrome-like 
appearance.  In  this  case,  no  contrast  between  the  coin's  design  and  field  can  be 
observed.  The  Denver  Mint  coin  will  display  this  condition,  but  with  much  lesser  chrome 
depth  and  frequency  of  appearance.  Many  of  these  coins  were  altered  to  increase 
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brightness,  with  a  resulting  lowering  of  value.  Some  have  been  artificially  toned  in  an 
attempt  to  hide  the  altered  surfaces. 

Make  certain  that  your  set  has  the  small  date  1934  above  the  words  “pioneer  year”  in 
order  to  be  classified  the  “rare  date  set.”  I  have  seen  the  1935  set  without  the  small 
date  substituted  in  complete  commemorative  sets  for  the  rare  date  issue.  The  higher 
mintage  Philadelphia  issue  is  not  rare,  and  should  sell  at  a  type  coin  price.  In  other 
words,  if  an  MS-65  set  were  to  sell  for  $1 ,850  because  of  the  low  mintage  “D”  and  "S” 
issues,  the  Philadelphia  striking  would  be  valued  at  $150.  Should  the  coin  be  extra 
appealing,  it  would  be  worth  more  money. 

I  highly  recommend  the  1935  set  with  added  small  date  in  all  grades,  as  well  as  the 
individual  rarer  D  and  S  specimens.  The  rarer  pieces  are  not  abundant.  In  MS-64 
condition,  the  Denver  coin  is  the  rare  issue.  In  MS-65  and  loftier  ratings,  they  are  almost 
equal  in  rarity.  When  examining  the  D  mint  mark,  a  shift  in  the  “D”  can  be  observed. 

The  1 936  Boone  set  will  flaunt  a  luster  range  between  brilliant  frosty  (for  the  majority  of 
the  issue)  to  dull  frosty  (as  seen  on  some  Philadelphia  creations).  Buy  for  the  joy  of 
ownership.  Here,  think  1936-D  in  MS-66  and  loftier. 

Another  rare  set  was  created  in  1 937  because  coins  were  returned  to  be  melted!  In 
January  1 937,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  produced  1 5,01 0  specimens,  later  offered  at  $1 .60 
each.  Luster  will  range  from  deep  minor  proof-like  to  semi-proof-like  (not  the  norm), 
brilliant  frosty,  being  similar  in  appearance  with  the  1 935  no  small  date  added 
specimens;  the  1935-P,  with  the  addition  and  the  1936  creations.  Where  are  these 
beautiful  proof-like  coins  hiding?  It  could  be  that  many  of  those  produced  were 
bagged  with  the  group  returned  for  re-melting,  while  others  reside  in  collections.  I  would 
apply  same  logic  to  the  1937-D  and  -S  and  1938  issues. 

Five  months  later,  the  Denver  Mint  produced  7,506  specimens.  Both  issues  were  offered 
as  a  pair  at  $7.25,  since  the  Denver  issue  was  not  being  individually  sold.  The  San 
Francisco  Mint  produced  5,006  specimens  in  October  1937  which  were  sold  at  $5.15. 
Sets  were  made  available  and  the  three  coins  sold  for  $1 2.40.  Strange  pricing  for  this 
year! 

1937-D  and  -S  surfaces  will  range  from  semi-proof-like  to  brilliant  frosty  to  dull  frosty.  Die 
polishing  marks  or  raised  surface  lines  resembling  fine  scratches  but  which  do  not 
scratch  into  the  surface  will  be  conspicuous  in  varying  degrees. 

With  2,500  available  sets,  consider  acquisition  of  strict  MS-64  and  higher  grade  sets  and 
individual  D  and  S  specimens.  The  rare  “D”  and  “S"  pieces  give  the  set  its  value  and  not 
the  common  Philadelphia  issue,  which  should  sell  at  type  coin  prices. 

Fifty  presentation  pieces  were  supposedly  struck  from  a  set  of  highly  polished  dies  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  Good  future  potential  exists  for  these  issues,  especially  in  MS-66  and 
MS-67  condition.  The  San  Francisco  is  the  rarer  of  the  three  coins. 
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Possibly  four  1 937  Boone  matte  Proof  sets  were  made  for  the  Chief  Engraver  of  the  U.3. 
Mint,  John  R.  Sinnock.  The  branch  Mint  specimens  were  struck  in  Philadelphia,  before 
the  shipment  of  dies  to  those  facilities.  Each  coin  possesses  a  double  strike  with  sharp 
squared  letters  and  a  matte  surface.  Remember,  anyone  can  dip  a  coin  in  acid  to 
attempt  to  duplicate  this  grayish  finish,  but  they  cannot  create  an  extra  blow  from  the 
coin  press. 

The  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  Commission  stated  the  Boone  issues  would  end  with  the 
1 937  set,  but  nevertheless  went  ahead  and  obtained  5,000  sets  dated  1 938.  Luster  for  all 
three  coins  will  range  from  proof-like,  down  to  a  dull  satiny. 

Lack  of  sales  caused  2,900  coins  from  each  Mint  to  enter  the  melting  pot.  We  are  left 
with  only  2, 1 00  available  sets.  It  is  a  must  to  own  in  MS-64  and  better  condition.  Excellent 
future  potential  for  all  who  possess  or  plan  to  acquire  the  set  or  individual  type  coin. 
Again,  the  Denver  is  the  rarest  in  grade  MS-64.  Ditto  the  Philly  issue  in  MS-65. 

No  error  coinage  or  counterfeits  for  this  issue  are  known  at  this  time. 

Is  your  Boone  circulated  or  Mint  State? 


Obverse 

A  metal  loss  will  first  be  observed  on  the  cheekbone  and  hair  above  Boone’s  ear. 
Primary  focal  portrait  is  a  target  for  the  whizzing  merchants. 

Reverse 

A  loss  of  metal  will  first  be  noticed  on  the  shoulder  of  Chief  Black  Fish  (diagonally  above 
UNUM)  as  well  as  on  his  hand. 

Related  material 

Frank  Dunn,  Secretary  of  the  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  Commission,  was  responsible  for 
the  distribution  of  this  issue.  He  had  the  1 934  half  dollar  forwarded  to  subscribers  in  a 
Dennison  half  dollar  coin  mailer.  Later,  creations  were  mailed  in  a  Wedge  Pocket  coin 
holder,  manufactured  by  the  Lindly  Box  Company  of  Marion,  Ind.  When  supplies  were 
temporarily  exhausted,  individual  pieces  and  sets,  were  placed  in  tissue  paper  or 
between  this  cardboard,  inserted  into  an  envelope  and  shipped.  In  order  to  save  on 
expenses,  two  coins  were  placed  in  one  Wedge  Pocket  and  one  in  another,  if  a  3- 
piece  set  was  requested.  If  two  coins  were  required,  both  were  placed  in  this  holder. 

The  1934  envelope  and  holder  may  be  valued  in  the  $50  to  $100  range;  the  Dennison 
holder  itself,  $2.  The  Wedge  Pocket  coin  holder  has  sold  for  between  $25  and  $50. 
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Little  value  spread  exists  between  grades  EF-AU  and  MS-64,  for  the  generic  issues.  There 
are  just  too  many  pieces  graded  MS-64  AND  MS-65  of  the  now  common,  more 
available  dates,  such  as  both  1935-P  issues  and  your  1936-P  and  D  and  1937-P 
productions.  Acquire  only  for  joy  of  collecting.  Type  creations  with  possible  good  future 
potential  are  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  productions  with  the  added  date  1934  on  the 
reverse  (referred  from  now  on  as,  w/’34),  as  well  as  the  1 937-  D  and  the  1 937-S  coinage. 
All  are  undervalued.  Attempt  to  procure  attractive  MS-64+  pieces.  Pass  on  dull,  dark  or 
non  eye  appealing  coinage.  I  would  estimate  that  your  MS-64  population  figures  can 
be  reduced  by  28%. 

Values  appear  inexpensive  for  MS-65  Boone  commemorative  half  dollars.  Unfortunately, 
too  many  pieces  have  been  given  this  grade.  Thus,  the  generic  dated  or  high  census 
silver  disks  are  really  fairly  priced.  Undervalued  among  the  dates  which  are  thought  of 
as  common  is  the  1 935-D  specimen  with  no  added  1 934  date.  Other  type  dates  highly 
recommended  are  the  1 935-D  and  1 935-S  with  the  small  1 934,  your  1 937-P,  1 937-D, 

1 937- S  pieces  and  the  1 938  P,  D,  S  pieces.  Set  wise,  it  is  the  1 938  and  1 935  with  the  small 
1934  coinage.  (Remember,  the  Philadelphia  piece  from  the  latter  set  is  a  common 
coin!)  There  is  very  good  future  potential  here.  I  would  lower  the  MS-65  population 
figures  by  32%  for  the  generic  dates  and  26%  for  the  lower  census  material.  Again,  only 
purchase  eye  appealing  pieces.  Never  purchase  without  seeing  the  coin  first! 

Present  MS-66  values  are  just  too  low  —  for  the  specific  dates  I  cite.  Sleeper  type  dates 
are  the  1 935-D  without  added  date,  the  1 935-S  with  added  date  (1934),  the  1 938-P  and 

1 938- S  productions.  The  low  mintage  1 935  P-D-S  set  with  added  date  and  the  1 938  P-D-S 
set  are  wonderful  creations  to  possess. 

Excellent  future  potential  in  the  undervalued  lofty  grade  of  MS-67,  especially  for  the 
1 935-D,  1 938-P,  1 935-S  with  the  small  1 934  and  1 936-D  creations.  Ditto  MS-68  coinage.  A 
MS-68  1935/34-S  sold  for  $27,600,  while  a  1 938-P  brought  $29,900! 

To  date,  NGC  and  PCGS  have  each  graded  a  1938-D  Boone  in  MS-69! 
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Some  Boone  pieces  were  produced  from  polished  dies.  These  are  classified  as  proof-like 
(P/L)  by  NGC.  As  of  this  writing,  we  can  note  that  the  following  issues  were  granted  such 
status:  1935-S  MS-63  (1),  1936-S,  MS-64  (1);  1937-P,  MS-64  (2),  MS-65  (3)  and  MS-66  (1); 
1937-D,  MS-64  (3);  1937-S,  MS-63  (3),  MS-64  (53),  MS-65  (43),  MS-66  (25)  and  MS-67  (3)  as 
well  as  the  1938-S,  MS-63  (3)  MS-64  (4)  and  MS-65  (1)  The  largest  population  is  the  1937-S 
issue.  These  are  desired  by  collectors  and  command  double  to  triple  sheet  prices. 
Beware  of  the  raw  polished,  cleaned  or  doctored  coin  offered  as  a  proof-like. 

Highly  recommend  pieces  with  a  deeper  proof-like  mirrored  surface  than  one  which  is 
weak  or  questionable.  Some  dealers  question  the  weak  looking  proof-like  status.  Also 
beware  of  surface  negatives,  such  as  spit  spots.  They  can  lower  your  value.  Always  get 
a  thirty-day  return  agreement  in  writing  should  you  purchase  such  a  coin  —  that  you 
might  want  verified  by  an  expert.  Excellent  future  potential  in  grades  MS-64+  and 
higher,  especially  when  the  surface  flaunts  a  deeper  proof-like  look. 


-QO\r  DiVvwGir? 

Jack  Goldstein,  an  older  gentleman  who  used  to  collect  commemorative  coins,  feared  his  wife,  Becky, 
was  getting  hard  of  hearing.  So  one  day  Jack  called  her  doctor  to  make  an  appointment  to  have  her 
hearing  checked. 

The  Doctor  made  an  appointment  for  a  hearing  test  in  two  weeks,  and  said  that  meanwhile  there's  a 
simple  informal  test  the  husband  could  do  to  give  the  doctor  some  idea  of  the  state  of  her  problem.  Here's 
what  you  do,  said  the  Doctor,  "Start  out  about  40  feet  away  from  her,  and  in  a  normal  conversational 
speaking  tone  see  if  she  hears  you.  If  not,  go  to  30  feet,  then  20  feet,  and  so  on  until  you  get  a  response." 

That  evening,  the  wife  is  in  the  kitchen  cooking  dinner,  and  he's  in  the  living  room.  He  thinks  to  himself 
that  he  is  about  40  feet  away.  "Tet's  see  what  happens,"  he  mutters. 

Then  in  a  normal  tone  he  asks,  "Honey,  what's  for  supper?"  No  response! 

So  Jack  moves  to  the  other  end  of  the  room,  about  30  feet  from  Becky  and  repeats,  "Honey,  what's  for 
supper?"  Still  no  response. 

Next  he  moves  into  the  dining  room  where  he  is  about  20  feet  from  Becky  and  asks,  "Honey,  what's  for 
supper?"  Again  he  gets  no  response. 

So  he  walks  up  to  the  kitchen  door,  only  10  feet  away.  "Honey,  what's  for  supper?"  Again  there  is  no 
response. 

So  he  walks  right  up  behind  her.  "Honey,  what's  for  supper?" 

"For  the  FIFTH  TIME.. .CHICKEN!" 
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BEING  THERE 


•  ■  ■ 


JAMESTOWN 

and  the 

2007  Jamestown  400th  Anniversary 
$5  Commemorative  Gold  Coin 

By  Darrin  Dayton  R-3048 

A  few  years  ago,  our  nation  celebrated  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  first  permanent  English 
colony  at  Jamestown,  Virginia.  In  1607,  Captain  John  Smith  was  appointed  first  governor  of 
Jamestown,  as  he  and  many  fellow  settlers  finally  landed  on  the  banks  of  the  James  River,  after 
a  month's  long  and  dangerous  journey  from  England.  While  previous  colonization  of  the 
Eastern  seaboard  had  been  attempted,  Jamestown  was  the  first  to  succeed  and  thrive.  The 
dangers  of  the  unfamiliar  Indians  as  well  as  disease  and  starvation  were  part  of  the  growing 
pains  of  this  new  colony.  But  through  the  financial  backing  of  English  entrepreneurs,  the 
leadership  of  men  like  Captain  Smith  and  the  fierce  determination  of  his  fellow  settlers,  what 
we  now  know  as  The  United  States  of  America,  had  its  beginnings. 

A  few  years  before  this  400th  Anniversary  celebration,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
Jamestown.  Today,  this  small  strip  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the  James  River,  is  run  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  which  preserves  this  uniquely  historic  site.  As  I  began  my  journey  of  this 
site,  1  walked  under  the  canopy  of  tall  trees  and  saw  the  foundations  of  many  original  structures 
that  these  early  settlers  built  (homes  and  other  structures  of  trade  and  manufacturing).  I  saw  the 
life-like  statues  commemorating  Captain  Smith  as  well  as  Pocahontas,  the  young  Indian  girl 
who  later  helped  establish  peaceful  relations  with  the  Indians.  I  walked  through  new  excavation 
areas  of  the  original  triangular  shaped  fort.  I  also  visited  a  reconstructed  ’glasshouse1,  where 
glass  blowers  were  making  various  glassware  items(I  didn't  realize  that  making  glassware  was 
one  of  the  new  colony's  first  attempts  at  manufacturing,  in  order  to  make  items  for  sale  back  in 
England  and  elsewhere). 

The  highlight  of  my  visit,  though,  was  the  amazing  Jamestown  Memorial  Church.  Part  of  the 
reason  was  because  within  the  walls  of  this  reconstructed  church,  you  are  able  to  see  the 
cobblestone  foundation  of  an  original  church  building  from  1617,  as  well  as  the  newer  brick 
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foundation  of  the  next  church  which  was  built  around  the  site  of  the  older  one,  in  1639.  Added 
to  the  1639  church  building  was  a  church  tower,  which  still  stands  there  today.  This  tower  is  the 
only  17th  century  building  still  standing  at  Jamestown,  which  also  makes  it  one  of  the  oldest 
English-built  structures  in  America  today.  And  it  is  this  fascinating  tower  which  U.S.  Mint 
Designer  Susan  Gamble,  has  depicted  on  the  reverse  side  of  our  '  2007  Jamestown  400th 
Anniversary  $5  Commemorative  Gold  Coin'.  The  reverse,  designed  by  U.  S.  Mint  Sculptor- 
Engraver  John  Mercanti,  depicts  Captain  John  Smith  talking  with  one  of  the  local  Native 
American  Indians. 

To  have  been  able  to  see  and  actually  walk  on  the  grounds  of  this  first  historic  American 
colony,  to  imagine  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the  newly  established  fort,  to  picture  these  structures 
as  they  once  stood  on  their  foundations,  and  most  impressively,  to  go  into  this  colorful  and  stoic 
church  building,  view  the  400  year  old  foundation,  and  think  about  what  faith  and  courage  it 
must  have  taken,  to  begin  a  new  life  in  this  strange  land,  surrounded  by  such  great  unknowns, 
yet  striving  daily  against  all  odds,  to  establish  a  life  and  eventually  a  family,  a  community,  and 
be  a  forerunner  of  this  great  nation  we  live  in  today;  was  an  amazing,  personal  and 
unforgettable  experience. 

Up  the  road  from  Historic  Jamestown  is  the  wonderful  Jamestown  Settlement,  where  you 
can  go  through  a  museum  filled  with  a  wealth  of  information  and  historic  artifacts  relating  to 
our  first  colony,  as  well  as  take  a  guided  tour  through  an  interpreted  Indian  village  of  the  day,  a 
colonial  fort,  and  finish  your  tour  by  going  down  to  the  river  and  getting  on  board  life-size 
replicas  of  the  three  famous  ships  which  brought  our  first  settlers  here  from  England  400  years 
ago. 

While  Jamestown  Settlement  is  a  great,  must-supplement  to  any  visit  to  Jamestown,  nothing 
quite  compares  in  its  very  real  and  personal  impressions,  as  seeing  the  original  Jamestown  site 
for  yourself,  walking  through  those  historic  grounds,  and  letting  the  powerful  and  sacred  truths 
of  our  country's  beginnings  fill  your  heart  and  mind. 

While  there  is  indeed  nothing  quite  like  'being  there',  you  can  capture  a  small  portion  of  this 
uniquely  historic  site,  the  people  who  made  it  so,  and  the  fascinating  church  structure  that  still 
stands  today,  by  acquiring  your  own  specimen  of  our  '  2007  Jamestown  400th  Anniversary  $5 
Commemorative  Gold  Coin'.  A  reasonably  low  100,000  was  the  maximum  mintage  for  these 
coins,  which  come  in  both  uncirculated  and  proof  conditions,  and  sell  for  around  $275. 

A  $1  Jamestown  Commemorative  coin  is  also  available  in  both  uncirculated  and  proof 
(500,000  maximum  mintage,  $50  approximate  cost).  It's  obverse  reveals  three  different  cultures 
of  people  that  were  present  at  early  Jamestown.  While  the  reverse  gives  a  depiction  of  the  three 
ships  that  our  first  settlers  came  to  Jamestown  on(  the  'Susan  Constant',  the  'Godspeed'  and  the 
'Discovery'). 

These  coins  are  truly  important  and  beautiful  images  of  America's  courageous,  sacrificial,  and 
God-fearing  heritage.  May  our  Jamestown,  both  the  place  and  the  coins,  be  a  constant  reminder 
for  us  as  Americans,  to  continue  living  out  such  qualities  today,  as  well  as  honoring  those  who 
do. 
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By  Steven  M.  Bieda 


" Challenger " 
at  the  Inaugural 


Challenger  is  the  only  "named''  animal 
to  appear  on  a  United  States  coin. 

On  January  20,  2009,  Barack  Obama  took  the  oath  of  office,  becoming  the  44th  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  As  one  of  approximately  two  million  people  who 
descended  on  Washington  DC  to  witness  history  in  the  making,  I  marveled  at  both  the 
crowds  as  well  as  the  strength  of  our  form  of  government  in  which  a  peaceful  and 
orderly  transfer  of  power  occurred. 

And  the  little  nerdy  coin  part  of  me  also  caught  onto  something  else  —  one  related  to  the 
inaugural  festivities.  On  January  18,  2009,  there  was  an  Inaugural  Kick-Off  concert  at 
the  steps  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial.  The  event  "We  Are  One:  The  Obama  Inaugural 
Celebration  At  the  Lincoln  Memorial,"  featured  a  segment  that  had  a  strong  connection 
to  the  United  States  Commemorative  series,  specifically,  the  recently  concluded 
American  Bald  Eagle  program. 

There,  for  the  whole  world  to  see,  was  Challenger,  a  rescued  American  Bald  Eagle  and 
living  representative  of  the  American  Bald  Eagle  Program,  one  of  the  recipients  of 
surcharges  from  the  Public  Act  108-486  that  authorized  the  striking  and  sales  of 
commemorative  gold  five  dollar  coins,  traditional  sized  .900  silver  dollars  and  cupro¬ 
nickel  half  dollars. 

Challenger  was  featured  in  the  inaugural  program.  Appearing  on-stage  at  the  "We  Are 
One:  The  Obama  Inaugural  Celebration  At  the  Lincoln  Memorial"  where  he  flapped  his 
wings. 

Collectors  of  modern  day  U.S.  Commemoratives  may  recognize  Challenger.  That's 
because  Challenger  is  depicted  -  and  specially  named  -  on  the  reverse  of  the  2008 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar.  In  this  capacity,  Challenger  is  the  only  "named"  animal  to 
appear  on  a  United  States  coin. 
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Challenger,  who  was  born  in  1989,  was  blown  out  of  the  nest  as  an  eaglet  during  a 
storm.  He  was  raised  by  people  who  rescued  him,  and  in  the  process  became  "human- 
socialized."  As  a  result  of  this  imprinting.  Challenger  is  not  able  to  survive  in  the  wild,  a 
fact  confirmed  by  two-near  death  attempts  at  releasing  him.  Since  1993,  Challenger, 
named  in  honor  of  the  ill-fated  Challenger  space  shuttle,  has  been  making  educational 
appearances  throughout  the  country,  including  the  latest  Presidential  Inaugural. 

Thus,  if  you  are  looking  for  a  modern  day  United  States  Commemorative  tie-in  to  the 
Presidential  Inaugural  of  Barack  Obama,  consider  adding  an  American  Eagle  2008 
commemorative  Half  Dollar  to  your  collection. 


American  Bald  Eagle  2008  Commemorative  Half  Dollar,  obverse  design  featuring 
"Challenger"  designed  by  Donna  Weaver  and  executed  by  Charles  Vickers. 
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Author  and  SUSCC  member  Steven  Bieda  at  2009  Presidential  Inaugural. 


Author  and  SUSCC  member  Steven  Bieda  with  President  Barack  Obama.  + 
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Modem  Commemorative  Coin  Legislation 

for  the  1 1 0th  Congress 


Submitted  by  Mark  H.  Olanoff 


Five  new  modern  commemorative  coins  were  passed  by 
the  110th  Congress  and  signed  into  law  by  President  Bush. 


Bill  Number: 

Short  Title: 


HR  2040 

Civil  Rights  Act  of  1%4  Commemorative  Coin  Act 


Purpose:  Requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  and  issue,  during  20 1 4.  up 

to  350.000  one-dollar  coins  designed  to  he  emblematic  of  the  enactment  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
of  1964  and  its  contribution  to  civil  riizhts  in  America. 


introduced  bv: 


Representative  John  Lewis  (GA-5)  on  April  25.  2007 


Number  of  Co-Sponsors:  3 1 3 


Comments:  This  bill  was  passed  on  the  1  louse  floor  by  a  voice  vote  on  April  1 . 2008. 

in  the  Senate,  a  bill.  S  1 437  was  introduced  by  Senator  Debbie  Stabenow  (MI)  on  May  2 1 .  2007 
with  69  co-sponsors  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking,  Housing  and  Urban 
Affairs  and  passed  the  Senate  by  unanimous  consent  on  November  19,  2008.  This  bill  became 
Public  Law  1 10-151  with  President  Bush’s  signature  on  December  2,  2008.  Coin  date:  2014 


Bill  Number:  HR  634 

Short  Title:  American  Veterans  Disabled  for  Life  Commemorative  Coin  Act 

Purpose:  To  require  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  coins  in  commemoration 

of  veterans  who  became  disabled  for  life  while  serving  in  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States. 

Introduced  by:  Representative  Dennis  Moore  (KS-3)  on  January  23,  2007. 

Number  of  Co-Sponsors:  298 

Comments:  This  bill  was  passed  on  the  House  floor  by  a  vote  of  416-0  on  May  15, 

2007.  In  the  Senate,  a  bill,  S  21 1 9  was  introduced  by  Senator  Tim  Johnson  (SD)  on  October  1 . 
2007  with  74  co-sponsors  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking,  Housing  and  Urban 
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Affairs.  I  his  bill  was  passed  on  the  Senate  floor  by  unanimous  consent  on  June  10,  2008  with  an 
amendment  and  was  passed  on  the  House  tloor  by  a  voice  vote  on  June  18,  2008.  This  bill 
became  Public  Law  1 10-277  with  President  Bush's  signature  on  July  17,  2008.  Coin  date: 

2010 


Bill  Number:  HR  .3229 

Short  Title:  National  Infantry  Museum  and  Soldier  Center  Commemorative  Coin 

Act 

Purpose:  Directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  and  issue  $1  coins 

emblematic  of  the  courage,  pride,  sacrifice,  sense  of  duty,  and  history  of  the  U.S.  Infantry,  in 
commemoration  of  the  legacy  of  the  U.S.  Armv  Infantrv  and  the  establishment  of  the  National 
Infantry  Museum  and  Soldier  Center. 

Introduced  by:  Representative  Lynn  Westmoreland  (GA-3)  on  July  30.  2007 

Number  of  Co-Sponsors:  290 

Comments:  This  bill  passed  on  the  House  floor  by  voice  vote  on  June  1 1,  2008.  The 

Senate  passed  this  bill  by  unanimous  consent  on  September  27,  2008  and  the  bill  was  presented 
to  the  President  on  September  30.  2008.  This  bill  became  Public  Law  1 10-357  with  President 
Bush's  signature  on  October  8.  2008.  Coin  date:  2012 


Bill  Number:  HR  5714 

Short  Title:  United  States  Army  Commemorative  Coin  Act  of  2008 

Purpose:  Instructs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  and  issue  $5  gold  coins.  %  I 

silver  coins,  and  half  dollar  clad  coins  as  numismatic  items  emblematic  of  the  traditions,  history , 
and  heritage  of  the  U.S.  Army,  and  its  role  in  American  society  from  the  Colonial  period  to 
today. 

Introduced  by:  Representative  Ike  Skelton  (MO-4)  on  April  8,  2008 

Number  of  Co-Sponsors:  1 08 

Comments:  This  bill  was  referred  to  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Domestic  and 

International  Monetary  Policy.  Trade,  and  Technology.  The  House  passed  this  bill  without 
objection  on  October  3,  2008.  In  the  Senate,  a  bill,  S  2579  was  introduced  by  Senator  Daniel 
Inouye  (D-Hl),  a  Medal  of  I  lonor  Recipient  on  January  30,  2008  with  76  co-sponsors  and 
referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking,  Housing  and  Urban  Affairs.  The  Senate  passed 
this  bill  bv  unanimous  consent  on  Nov  18,  2008.  This  bill  is  currently  awaiting  President  Bush's 
signature  to  become  a  Public  Law.  Coin  date:  201 1 
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Bill  Number: 

Short  Title: 


HR  5872 

Boy  Scouts  of  America  Centennial  Commemorative  Coin  Act 


Purpose:  Directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  mint  and  issue  up  to  350,000  %  I 

coins  in  commemoration  of  the  centennial  of  the  founding  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Introduced  by:  Representative  Pete  Sessions  (TX-32)  on  April  22.  2008 

Number  of  Co-Sponsors:  296 

Comments:  This  bill  was  passed  on  the  House  floor  by  a  vote  of  403-8  on  May  15. 

2008.  In  the  Senate,  a  bill  S  3070  was  introduced  by  Senator  Jeff  Sessions  (AL)  on  May  22. 
2008  with  79  co-sponsors  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking.  Housing  and  l  rban 
Affairs.  This  bill  passed  the  Senate  on  September  27,  2008  by  unanimous  consent  and  the  bill 
was  presented  to  the  President  on  September  30.  2008.  This  bill  became  Public  Law  1 10-363 
v\ ith  President  Bush's  signature  on  October  8.  2008.  Coin  date:  2010 


THE  2i  GOLD  ISSUE 


Obverse  Reverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  the  bottom  part  of  the  scroll  held  by  Liberty  and  upper  left  thigh. 
Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  in  the  areas  indicated  on  Independence  Hall. 
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THE  PANAMA- PACIFIC  EXPOSITION  ISSUES 


HALF  DOLLAR 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  Columbia's  left  shoulder. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  on  the  eagle's  breast.  Due  to  striking,  the  eagle's  claws  can  be  flatly  struck. 


GOLD  $1  ISSUE 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  the  peak  of  the  laborer’s  cap  and  his  cheek  bone. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  on  the  letters  one  dollar  and  on  the  heads  of  the  two  dolphins. 
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GOLD  $21  ISSUE 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  Columbia’s  head,  breast,  knee  and  other  indicated  areas. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  below  the  base  of  the  classical  standard  and  the  eagle’s  left  leg.  All  high 
points — if  worn — will  display  friction  lines  or  criss-cross  scratches. 


GOLD  $50  ISSUE 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Obverse:  Look  for  wear  on  the  cheek  of  Minerva. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  apparent  on  the  owl’s  upper  breast. 
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society ro^u.s.  commemorahve  corns 


A  Not-for-Profit  Corporation 


ANA  Club  Member  C-1 123580  Since  1984 


President . Anthony  Swiatek 

E-mail:  USCOINGURU@aol.com 

Vice  President .  Gregory  Mirsky 

E-mail:  GRS918@aol.com 

Editor  &  Secretary  . Gary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Treasurer . Mary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Publication  Historian  . Clark  Fogg 

E-mail:  cfogg@beverlyhills.org 

ANA  Club  Representative . David  Provost 

E-mail:  commems@aol.com 

WEB  Master . David  Provost 


Money  Mailer  Direct  Response,  LL C,  Savannah,  GA 
prints  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

Are  You  Moving? 

Please  send  us  your  new  address! 


SUSCC  Mailing  Address: 

Gary  Beedon 

P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 

E-mail: 

beedon(a)earthlink.net 

Telephone: 

(714)  963-6138 

Web  site: 

http:  //www.  suscconline.  ora 
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Membership  Application 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 


Name 


Address 


City 


State  and  Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone  Number 


Signature  of  Applicant 


Date 


Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 


Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


